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Rk 3 Litany to the Holy Spirit Hurford

In the hour of my distress when temptations me oppress, and when I my sins confess,
sweet Spirit, comfort me! Comfort me! When I lie within my bed, sick in heart and in
head, and with doubts discomforted, sweet Spirit, comfort me! Comfort me! When the
house doth sigh and weep, and the world is drown’d with sleep, yet mine eyes the
watch do keep, sweet Spirit, comfort me! Comfort me!

Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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Rk 3F Come Down, O Love Divine Vaughan Williams arr. Will Todd

Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine own
ardour glowing; O comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy
holy flame bestowing. O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes,
in its heat consuming; and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me
round, the while my path illuming. Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, and
lowliness become mine inner clothing; true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler
part, and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long, shall far outpass the power of human telling; for none
can guess its grace, till he become the place wherein the Holy Spirit makes his
dwelling.
Discendi, amor santo Bianco da Siena (d. 1434)
tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833—-1890)
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AR EF Be Present, Spirit of the Lord

1 Be present, Spirit of the Lord,
let sounds of earth be dumb;
the Father’s love be shed abroad,
the dew of blessing on us poured:
O silent Spirit, come!

2 In power unseen upon us rest,
your gracious gifts impart:
a mind renewed, a spirit blessed,
a life where Christ is manifest,
an understanding heart.

3 Love’s sovereign work of grace fulfil,
our souls to Christ incline,
intent to do the Father’s will
and stand by faith before him still
in righteousness divine.
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4 O Spirit come, and with us stay;
make every heart your home.
So work in us that we who pray
may walk with Christ in wisdom’s way:
O Holy Spirit, come!

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926)
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B RRKIF  Ev'ry time I feel the Spirit  arr. Bob Chilcott

Ev’ry time [ feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. Upon the mountain, my
Lord spoke, out of his mouth came fire and smoke. Down in the valley, on my knees,
asked my Lord have mercy please. Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit... Jordan river, is chilly
and cold, it chills the body not the soul. All around me looked so fine, asked my Lord
if all was mine. Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit... Ain’t but one train on this track, runs to
heaven and right back. Saint Peter waiting at the gate, said ‘Come on sinner, don’t be
late.” Ev'ry time I feel the Spirit...

Trad.
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R T God Is Love: Let Heav’n Adore Him

1 God is Love: let heav’n adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him,
and exalt him with one voice.
He who laid the earth’s foundation,
he who spread the heav’ns above,
he who breathes through all creation,
he is Love, eternal Love.

2 God is Love: and he enfoldeth
all the world in one embrace;
with unfailing grasp he holdeth
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,
then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

3 God is Love: and though with blindness
sin afflicts the souls of all,
God’s eternal loving-kindness
holds and guides us when we fall.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o’er the universe must reign.

Timothy Rees (1874-1939)
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